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A'tiWS OF THE DAY.
'. To akoio ihe very age and body ofthe timks.

The CharWton Mercury of Friday has

tins following:."For two days past our port
hr.8 been without the presence of the Niaga¬
ra, which vessel has left for parts unknown.

She has been reported ott Savannah, in com-

.:«nv with rhe brie; Perry, and has been seen

aft' North Eiisto; but at present we have no

certain information <»t her position. 1 he
ilautress has also been observed near this
L. ir, but she has also left; our port is. oonse-

uuently without any obstruction at the mo¬

ment; and vosterday we had several arrivals
ir on foreign portsraniong them a schooner
with a cargo of molasses trom Cardenas, anu

.j British brig with pig iron and coal from
Glasgow. The latter has been taken up to

return to the same port, and has been enga;'-
»-d lull of Sea Island cotton at the enormous

h eight of two peuce half penny per pound.
Such a freight has not been given in the
memory of the oldest inhabitant.
The Now Orleans Picayune of the 14th

iustaut say.-:."Already a capital privateer¬
ing vessel has been "fitted out in this city,
and is.now ready, fully armed anu ably ofii-

cered, waiting for the letters of marque and
reprisal which are daily expected jixpni
Montgomery. We have the names of the
vessel Mid officers, which we will publish in
due time. The work of fitting' out another
privateer is going on, something over one-

fourth of the stock of $200,000 haviug been
.subscribed up.to the hour of the meeting at
noon yesterday in the old United States Court
room lor the purpose of furthering the enter¬
prise. For the information of those disposed
io embark in the work, wo would state thai
the officers of the vessel are to be appointed
according to the election of the stockholders.
In this connection we have heard of such
names ns Captain Calender Fayssoux of this
city, and Captain Henry Maury, of Mobile,
and many others suitable to command..
Captain Wilson and others taking an inter¬
est in this matter may be consulted daiiy a!

the old United States Court room."
John Forsyth, of the Mobile Register,

writes from Montgomery:.*'W. H. Russell,
the famous Indian and Crimean corrcspon
dent of the London Times, is here. He is
of course, reserved in the expression of his
opinion. But enough has leaked out in hi?
interviews with the gentlemen of Savanna!
and Charleston, and the planters who have
entertained him and exhibited their slave
estates in the vicinity uf these two cities, tc
show that he recognises here the true tvpe
of the Anglo-Saxon race, as distinguished
from the whittling and puritanical bastard
degenerates of that race who nrc daring tc
make a war of decimation against us. Mr.
Russell goes hence to Pensacola, and thence
To Mobile and Now Orleans. I commend him
to the hospitalities of our people, as a culti¬
vated English gentleman, who has distin¬
guished himself by his talents and attain¬
ments."
On Saturday evening an explosion occurred

in the rear of the Scott Legion Armory, on

Library street, Philadelphia, by which Fire-
Marshall Blackburn was badly burned about
his face and hands. It seems that some one

h id rerao\ed the plug from the two-inch ser¬

vice pipe in the vault, and an immense vol¬
ume of gas escaped into the vault, thence
through the area between it and the cellar
<ii the armory. Mr. B. and a man named
Hawkins, the former carrying a lamp, un¬

dertook to discover the leak. Unfortunately
rhe volumes of gas ignited from the light in
The lantern, and a terrific explosion followed
instantaneously. The Same shot up to s:

distance of nearly 100 feet, and buildings in
the neighborhood were shaken by the con¬

cussion. Mr. Blackburn was blown to a dis¬
tance of nearly twenty fVet. One side of h:s
face, whiskers and hair were burned, and
one of his eyes badly injured. The inside of
i.us of his ears way ioucd to be cue.

M. Rezet of Rouen has an ice-making ma
chine, by which he manufactures iee at a

ostof ten cents per 100 pounds. Ether is
volatilised in a close vessel, by exhausting
the air <<n its surface with an air pump, wor*
kei by a steam engine. The vapor is then
exhausted and forced into another vessel,
where it is condensed by compression and
cold water. It is then forced back into the
firs» vessel, and the operation is repeated.
The volatilization of the ether produces in¬
tense cold, which is communic <ted through
n non-frety.ing fluid to water. All the ope¬
rations are performed by the machine, except
..¦bat >>f removing the {docks of ice from the
ico-moulds, and replacing them with cold
water. A machine of 8-horse power turns
>nt three tons of ice daily.
A correspondent at Williamsport, Mary¬

land informs the Baitmore American that on

Sunday afternoon ouo thousand Virginia
troops from Harper's Ferry arrived and en-

ramppd on the Virginia side of the Potomac
upp .site that place. An additional thou¬
sand, with Held pieces, was expected to ar¬

rive there Monday. Williamsport is but six
miles from llagerstown, to which point, if
rumor is correct, the large force of Federal
troops gathered at Chambershurg, Pennsyl¬
vania, is shortly to be removed.

!r is perhaps not generally known thatthe
finest, mealiest aud most nutritious potatoes
are always denser and heavier than those
which are soft and waxy .An English in-
v mi tor has taken advantage of this to select
rhe best by what he calls a "Patent Gravity
P.itato Selecter." In order to classify pota-
t.i?;>os into three qualities, he uses two solu¬
tions, one id a specific gravity of 1.100 and
nni' of 1.080. Only the best potatoes will
.sink in the first.the medium potatoes will
ci-tk in the second, while the poor ones will
tl rit on tin: surface.

The officers of the Baltimore and Ohio Uail-
rond srate that t!;e trains are running regu-

i; riy, with the exception of the detentions
which take place.at the Relay House and
!] .rpers Ferry.the troops at both points
verhriuiing all the freight contained in the

cars. The Company have also, for the pre-
sent, declined to run their trains during the
»»"¦ _ih*t between,the Monocacy and Harper's
Ferry.

Tite French Government has bored fifty
artesian wellsin the Province of Constan-
tine, in Algeria, at an expense of only $(>00
each. These wells yield some 00,000gallons
of water per minute, and will go tar To reu-

tier the country a desirable dwelling place, j

The Brigade of Hon. D.-ESickles, will

comprise five thousand picked men. Hiaot

fioerlnrc among the most ^comphshed and

scientific military men. His first aid. Map
Williamson, was educated at est l oin ,

and served with Garibaldi in his Italian;
campaigns;'and one of his colonels is the son

of the old postmaster of Philadelphia, now a

resident of New York, Col II. «
Montgomery. lie also has a legion o hn
lish residents in his brigade, commanded by
English gentleman who served with a.&

<mished positions in the Crimean war. Al-

most an entire regiment of Pennfiylvanians
have enlisted under his flag. There are full
companies of Italians and Frenchmen in this
brigade. General Sickle6 has surged most

vthermen in bis equipments, and in the ma¬

terial of his subsistence. He has organ,zed
a perfect pontoon train, by which ne can

cross rivers or streams at the shortest notice
with his whole force of sappers and miners,
and a complete system by which his men can

cirry provisions enough to last for ten days,
having in this respect borrowed from tho ad¬
mirable regiment of the French in Sebasta-
n«'l, Italy and Algiers, by which they saved
many thousands of lives, and vastly promot¬
ed t;he comfort of their soldiers. It is pro¬
posed to.advance this brigade to "W ashing*on
through Vonuny 1van i a.

In building the great bridge just complet¬
ed aorosis the Rhine at Kehl, it. was necessary
to use diving-bells to lay the foundations of
the piers. A large number of tho workmen
have been attacked with affections of the
ear, and several have been made permanent¬
ly deaf by their long continued labor under
a pressure of two or three atmospheres.

liy an arrival at Now York, we learn that
two vessels had arrived at Havana from
Texas, with two hundred and fifty United
States troops and souie women and children
on hoard. Bv the same arrival we also have
advices from Ivey AVost. lender the admin
istration of Major French, the island remain¬
ed quiet and loyal to the government.

Portions of the Atlantic cable recovered,
show not the slightest symptom of decay or

deterioration in the gutta percha. It has
been subjected to severe electrical tests, and,
on comparison with tho tests 01 the cable as

it left the gutta percha works three years
ago, it i* found that there has been an actu¬
al improvement in its condition since it was
laid down.
A bill is before Pariiment to regulate the

use of locomotives on ctnimon roads. It pro¬
vides for tolls, limits the weight 01 locomo¬
tives, compels them to consume their own

smoke, requires two persons in charge, and
limits their, speed. No locomotive is to be
used in L'uidou more than seven feet wide,
or with wheels more than six inches wide.

Coal-burning locomotives have been ex¬

tensively introduced on the Central Railway
of France. They have long been running on

the New Jersey Railroad; where they ar.1
found to save nearly 50 per cent in fuel over

wood-buiT.ir.g engines. In England, coke is
in universal use for locomotives.
The ladies of Washington have prepared a

magnificent flag, which they propose to pre¬
sent tu the President, to be floated from the
White House. The dimensions of the ban¬
ner will be thirty-six feat by fifty-four, and
it will cost aboui'SoOO. On the occasion of
its presentation it is expected there will be a

dress parade of ail the forces in Washington,
except those on guard duty.
On Saturday a party of boys, while fishing

in Jones Falls, at- Baltimore, fished up a

new musket. Tho fact being made known to

several gentlemen, the place was dragged,
and over twenty additional guns recovered.
They are of Harper's Ferry make, aud cap
locks.
The people of Savannah, owing to the

scarcity of small change, have adopted twen¬

ty five cent bills, issued by the Mechanics'
Saving and Loan Association. They are
made payable, not in cash, but iu current
bank bills.
The Nominating Convention for the Third

| Congressional District, met in Baltimore on

Monday. Messrs. J. Morrison Harris, C. L.
L. Learv, Augustus W. Bradford, .John B.
Seideuscricker and Rubt. Turner were placed
in nominal ion.
The New Orleans Delta hays that the cost

of maintaining the Swuthern army at Fort
Pickens is Si0,000 per day, also, that the
time for inking the old seat of Government'
at Washington, without a desperate battle,
is evidently gone by.

Captain Elzoy, late United States comman¬
dant of the Augusta, Ga., Arsenai, was at

Montgomery lust week, having resigned his
commission ami tendered his services to the
(Jonfederate States.
The British ship Sir Allan McN'ab which

arrived in Charleston on Saturday from
| Liverpool, saluted the Confederate flag on

j Fort Sampler, which was responded to by
the Fortification.
Hon. Henry Winter Davis addressed u.

portion of his constituents at the New As-
sembly Rooms Monday night, and accepted
the nomination a-; a candidate for Congress
in the FiiUrth Congressional District.
A son o! Mr. George Burns, of ^ ashing

ton. aged twelve years, was run over bv an

omnibus on "Fourteenth street, on Saturday
afternoon, and was so seriously injured as to
cau-e his death on Sunday.
Wra. Y/eaver, of Newport, Perry county,

Pa., convicted some time ago of poisoning
his wife, was sentenced, on Tuesd ay last to
sutler tho extreme penally of the law.

Pennsylvania proposes to furnish fifty-five
regiments for the war: she appropriates three
millions. New York offers thirty-eight ad-

S ditional regiments.
The largest gasomcer in the world is in

Lmdou, at Hackney: it holds 2,500.000 feet.
The next largest is in Philadelphia, holding
1,800,000 feet.

In London there were 1,000 fires during
the year 18G0. While of these are known
to have been caused by the use of candles,
only OS were attributed to ga^.
The New* Orleans Picayune reports that

the privateer steamer Calhoun, captured on

the lath hist., the bark Ocean Ivigle, of
Rockland, Maine.
The City Telegraph Company in London,

has opened fifry-two stations. The charge is
twelve cents for fifteen words.
Augusta C. Teagur, a married lady of

Lewistown, Me., committed suicide on Sun¬
day last.
The government, it is stated, has contrac¬

ted with a firm in Pittsburg, for a large a-

inount of rilled cannon, shot and shell.
The Chambersburg Democrat announces

that Judge Stuart declines a re-election to

Congress.
Hon Robert Mallory is a candidate for

Congress in the Seventh Congressional Dis¬
trict ot Kentucky.
The Virginia press urge the formation of

companies for guerilla warefare.
A full brigade of Irishmen two thousand j

strong, is being organized in Boston. 1

L. Scott & Co., of New York, have re¬

published the April number of the- Edinburg
Review. It contains articles on the perso¬
nal history of Lord Bacon.The Ilppublic
of Androne.Political memoirs.Eton Col¬
lege.Alexis de Tocqueville.The famous Es¬
says and Reviews.The letter* of Mrs. Piz-
zi.The Fables of Babrias.Forbe's Island
and the election of Lincoln and its conse¬

quences, the latter being at this time likely
to attract much attention. The opinion of
the Review is that the further maintenance
of the Union is impossible'.and that if the
sections could separate peaceably.and would
have the good sense to abstaiu from mu¬

tual aggression.each of the two great
countries might continue to play as impor¬
tant a pare iu the affairs of the world, as

when they were united by what turns out to
have been all along but the slender tie, of a

Federal Compact.Robt. Bell, agent.

By the Persia we have some additional
items of foreign news. It was asserted, but
not believed, that letters of marque, issued
by the Southern Confederacy, had been gran¬
ted to vessels at Liverpool and London..
Lord Derby expressed the hope in the llousc
of Lords that the forthcoming proclamation
by the Government would give an emphatic
warning that if British subjects join priva¬
teers, or become involved in American hos¬
tilities, that their blood would be on their
own head, and that no redress would be ob¬
tained from England. Preparations were

making for an American Union meeting in^

London. Tho London Times says that »hc
mediation of England might as well be offer¬
ed to a hurricane as tu the United States in
the present revolution. No war risks lor
the Gulf of Mexico were taken at Lloyd's,
The Baltimore Sun says:."Concede the

subjugation, extermination, dismembermenl
if you will (as proposed iu Virginia) o!
the South.that southern nationality which
has been officially proclaimed. Admit tin.
possibility of holding it a subjugated pro
vince, by force of arms for thirty or fifi\
years. Blot out its history if you will, (i!
ynu can,) erase the memory of equal rights,
of brave deeds, of a gallant ancestry, unti!
you have a new generation to take the placet
of the "rebeis and traitors" of to-dav, md ir
thirty or in fifty years, or whenever the first
opportunity shall occur, that southern na

tionality will spring into existence as l'resh
exultant and eager for its independence antj
renown as it is to-day. And more than this
The attempt, however successful it may have
been, to coerce, chastise, subdue and humili
ate, will diffuse throughout that nationality
a heritage of hate, arid scorn, which will in-
tensifv with years, and some day achieve a

terrible revenge.''
A bill has been introduced into the Bri

tish Parliament for establishing Councils ol
Conciliation to settle differences between
employers and their workmen. It provide*
for councils which shall consist of an equal
number of employers and the workmen, but
the chairman of a council must neither be an

employer nor operative mechanic. All trade
disputes are to be brought before such coun¬

cils, who are to decide them; but they arc

not authorized to establish a rate of wages,
or prices which shall be paid for work. In
France, there are courts called prud-hummes
which are similar in their nature to the pro¬
posed Councils of Conciliation, but trades
uuiona arc not allowed in the empire.

The Southern Congress.Fort Picken3.
Montgomery" , May li$ and 14..Since noon,

I learn from good authority, that the Con¬
gress will certainly adjourn within seven or

oight days at farthest, to meet in July next,
at Richmond. The precise day is not given
upon which to reassemble in Virginia; and
I am also assured that the month is not

positively fixed, though tho majority seem
inclined to favor July, rather than June, a-
has been proposed. The reason assigned for
an adjournment, is that the moral effect upon
Maryland will be good, and the presence of
the President, so much desired in the (Jul
Dominion, will inspire the people of the
Border Slates with renewed confidence.
During the next five days, at least, all the

time that can be spared will he devoted to

framing a tariff, arranging the schedules,
and affixing the dutios on importations. In
this work, it is true, a good deal of the time
of Congress has already been consumed, so

that within a few days more the labor will
be finished.

Jt is stated that over ten thousand men
are now centered at this p »int, and more are
on the march. This morning two addition¬
al companies from Georgia, and two from
Mobile, went down in the cars. It is given
out that the force before Pickens will be in¬
creased each day until filtccn or twenty
thousand men are congregated there. Then
the engagement will commence.

In the meantime, the enemy is not idle.
He has thrown up formidable batteries on

every available spot on Santa 11 isa Island,
and seems determined to give us a .smn'M lug
before the stronghold is captured. Most of
the United States soldiers iu opposition to
us, are well tried and veteran troops. They
have seen service in Texas, and know in
what consists the trade they follow.
The rumor was very current <ti the streets

yesterday, that I'iko, with 2.000 Indians at
his back, was on his way to the Capital, to
offer his and their services to the Confede¬
rate States. This will be a novel feature in
the aspect of the war, when two such wild
mounted regiments as these are secured.

President Davis h;ft the Capital to-day at
two o'clock for Pensaeola. lie purposes
simply to visit, the position of Geo. Bragg,
and make a thorough inspection of the state
of affairs round about Pickens.
As heretofore, our troops from the sur¬

rounding States continue to pass through
Montgomery in large numbers. By the
time everything is ready for aeti .n, it is es¬

timated that Gen. Brajxir will have under
command at least 15,000 men..Charleston
Courier.

Mount Voruon.
The New York World says:.''General

Sickles sent Captain Van nest, a member of
the First Brigade Staff, W. C. Frost, Sixth
Company, Seventh Regiment, and Dr. liaw-
lings, Military Secretary, to Mount Vernon
this morning. They rode on horseback,
down arid back, and examined the tomb of
Washington, which they louud cohwcbbed
and untouched *s of old. They obtained a

certificate from G. D. Williamson, Captain
of the Loudoun Cavalry, to the effect that
they had so done. No soldiers are permitted
near the place."
The ship Thomas Watson. Allen, from

New York, was brought into Wilmington,
N. C-, on Saturday last. She is from three
to four hundred tons burthen. She got
aground od Frying Pan Shoal, on Wednes¬
day, and was assisted off by a tu^, but the
large amount of provisions ou board cxcitcd
the suspicions of the North Carolinians, who
captured her.

It is stated that out of forty-three mem¬

bers of the bar in Savannah, Ga., thirty-
seven arc uovv serving as volunteers, j

LETTER FROM SENATOR MASON.
To the Editor of the '' Winchester Virginian."
The question has been frequently put to

me, what position will Virginia occupy,
should the Ordinance of Secession be reject¬
ed by the people at the approaching elec¬
tion ? And the frequency of the question
may bean excuse for giving publicity tu the
answer.
The Ordinance of Secession withdrew the

State of Virginia from the Union, with all
the consequences resulting from the separa¬
tion. It annulled the Constitution :ind the
laws of the United States, within the limits
of this State, and absolved the citizens of
Virginia, from all obligation of obedience to
them.
Hence it follows,.it this Ordinance be

rejected bv the peop e, the Suite of Virginia
will remain in the Union, and the people of
the State will remain bound by the Consti¬
tution of the United States.and obcdience
to the Government and the laws of the Uni¬
ted States, will be fully and rightfully en¬

forced against them.
It follows, of course, that in the war now

carried on by the Government of the United
States against the seceded States, \ irginia
must immediately change sides, and under
the ordere of that Government turn her arms
against her Southern sisters.
From this there can be no escape. As a

member of the Union, nil her resources of
men and money will be at once at the com¬

mand of the Government of the Union.
Again: For mutual defence, immediately

after the Ordinance of Secession passed, a

treaty, or "military league," was formed by
the Convention, in the name of the people
of Virginia, with the ''Confederate States"
of the South. by which, the latter were

bound to march to the aid of our State,
against the invasion of the Federal Govern¬
ment. And we hf'..ve now in V irginia, at

Harper's Ferry, and at Norfolk, in lace nl
the common foe, several thousand of the
gallant sons of South Carolina, of Alabama,
of Louisiana, Georgia and Mississippi, wlu
hastened to fulfil the covenant thev made,
and are ready and eager to lay down theii
lives, side by side with our sons, in defence
of the soil of Virginia.

If the Ordinance of Secession is rejected,
not only will this "military league" be annul¬
led, but it will have been made a trap, tc

inveigle our generous defenders into the
hands of their enemies.

Virginia remaining in the Union, duty,
and loyalty to her obligations to the Union,
will require, that those Southern forces shall
not be permitted to leave the Suite, butshal
be delivered up to the Government of the
Union: and those who refuse to do so, will
be guilty of treason, and be justly dealt will;
as traitors.

Treason against the United Stat"? consist*
as well "in adhering to its enemies, and giv
ing them aid," as in levying war.

if it be a^ked, what are those to do, wlu
in their consciences cannot vote to separate
Virginia from the United Slates.thcatiswei
is simple and plain.honor and duty, alike
require, that they should not vote on the
question.and if they retain such opinions,
they must leave the State.
None can doubt or question the truth ol

what 1 have written, and noue can vote

against the Ordinance of Secession, who d;;
not thereby, (whether ignorantly . »r other¬
wise) vote to place himself and his State iri
the position 1 have indicated.

J'. M. MASON.
Winchester, Ya., May 10, 1801.

Tolbgrapliic Daapatchos.
Washington, May 20..The United States

transport sreamer Freeborn arrived here
fliis afternoon, direct from Fortress Monroe,
bringing despatches to the Government. On
her way up the Potomac she captured two
small vessels, and wharved them at Wash¬
ington Navy Yard.
A passenger by the Freeborn states thai

on Saturday two vessels irom the fleet paid
a visit to the vicinity of Sewail's Point,
about four miles from Fortress Monroe,
where the Virginians were erecting batteries,
and threw sundry shells at the works, spoil¬
ing materially I he architectural arrangements
S »;its were fired at the vessels, hut without
effect, it is not kc»wn that anybody on
shore was injured. Commodore Pendergrast
sent a flag of truce to Norfolk, with a view
of making arrangements for the transporta¬
tion thence, of certain persons to the North,
and received ar-urarees that in t!iim tv.-peet
he should be accommodated. A vessel w

{ in waiting to rake them to New York. Some
excitement was occasioned to-day by the re¬

port of a fight at the mouth of the Potomac
river between a Federal coast guard steamer
and an armed propeller from R'ehmop.d, re-

suiting. it was paid, "ri true killing of lour
and the wounding of live on the former.--
The truth of the story being doubted, the
Navy Department this evening made Fpeci-
lic inquiries in the proper quarter, and is
satisfied that the rumor is wholly unfounded.
Captain Dahlgren, in command of rhe Wash¬
ington Navy Yard, and who has frequent
communication with I'ort, Washington, so

pronounces it.
Louis villi-:, May IS..The Frankfort Con¬

vention will probably not be represented by
any State out oi Kenitnky. lr will not meet
before the latter part of next week, and will
no doubt confine its labors to simply tin ad-
dress to both sections, recommending the
restoration of peace, and declaring in favor
of the armed neutrality plan.
The Administration, as intimated here, is

to send Col Anderson into Kentucky, with
the olive branch in one hand«and a brigade
in the other, lie may constitute the head,
centre, arid front of the armed neutrality
movement, and locate hi* camp nor. far Irom
Louisville, prepared alike to prevent a hos¬
tile invasion ol Kentucky's soil from troops
North or South.

Col. Anderson may not arrive here with
this intent for two or three weeks yet. Uni¬
ted States Senator Breckinridge is disposed
to await the action of rhe dth of July extra
session of Congress, before resorting to ex¬
treme measures.
Nkw Oki.kan's. May 20..A passenger

from Texas, who arrived here, reports that
General Young, commander of the Texas
troops, in pursuing the Federal troops, over¬
took the baggage, supply and ammunition
trains, which were seized, with some beeves
and horses.

Mai. Montgomery lmd evacuated Forr
Washita and was on his way to Fort Arbuc-
kle. General Young was determined to
take Forts Cobb and Arhuekle.
Galvest n, May 10..Strong batteries

cover all the apptoaches and channels to
this point, capable of re.-isting anv attack.
Oapt. Reynolds, United States Quartermaster
at San Antonio, has resigned. His officers
have been discharged by C- l. Van Porn on
their parole. Information has been received
that Cortinas is actively preparing for anoth¬
er raid on the Texas settlers along the Rio
Grande. Another statement says that Cor¬
tina® -with a large force was moving up the
left bank of the Rio Grande.
Montgomery, May 20..The public Con¬

gressional proceedings have br.ou unimpor-
t nfc. It is reported that an adjournment
will take place to-morrow. Various specu¬
lations are indulged about the probable place
of re-assembling. The most popular belief
is that Congress will re assemble at Rich¬
mond in July.
The oath of allegiance was yesterday ad-,

ministered to the employees in the Treasury
Department. Some ten or twelve clerks in
the Sixth Auditor's office refused to take it,
we understand.

Printers Ink id now manufactured iu
Richmond, Ya.

Letter from the Northern Neck.
Correspondence of the Alexandria Gazette.

Siiiloh, Va., May 10.Our county inny
have been somewhat slow in her movements

towards preparation for the threatened in¬
vasion from the North, but her action has
not been delayed by indiiferencc or lack of
a proper appreciation of her responsibility
in this crisis. Her citizens, for the most

part, comprise men of a cool, calm, calcu¬
lating temperament.men of found common
sense, who take rational views of all mat¬

ters, whether of individual or of public in¬
terest.men guileless iu their own motives,
and slow to suspect the actions of others.

They were for a long time loth to believe
that the degeneracy of the Northern people
had ao far advauced, and the fanaticism of
their loaders become so intensified, as thus
HOun to culminate in a perfidious crusade by
those people against the right* and liberties
of the South. We have been of those who
were most hopeful that reason and sound
policy, to say nothing of common justice,
would have dictated a different course from
that which the Lincoln Government has seen

lit to pursue. :

I have said this much by way of apology
for the apparent tardiness of our people.
Whan the ba*e treachery of Lincoln and
his miserable junto of counsellors left no

hope for a peaceful settlement, there was no

longer delay iri our midst. For the last
three or lour weeks, our people have been
tireless in their movements towards defen¬
sive preparation. They are now fully
aroused. Th :re is no division of sentiment
to embarrass their operations. All are ani¬
mated with a spirit of determined resis¬
tance to Northern vandalism. Our old men

vie with the young and middle aged in ex¬

pressing their ready purpose to resist to the
death any effort made to subjugate the
South. Many of the boys, those too young
to be brought under the requisition of law,
have volunteered in spite of parental remon¬

strance. and donned the paraphernalia of
soldiers.
An efficiont Home Guard lias been formed,

under command of Col. E T. Tayloe.
The Volunteer Comp.iny, recently organi¬

zed. has been fully armed and equipped,
and is now ready fur active service.
The militia of the county has also receiv¬

ed arms, and are regularly drilled.
A Cavalry Company is now forming, with

a fair prospect of soon becoming l'uily or¬

ganized. Let it be understood that our old
county is no longer behind the times.
The Mi'TitrosH Guards, under command of"

Capt. Wharton, arrived here yesterday af¬
ternoon, on their way to King George C. 11.,
where they will remain quartered to await
orders. 1>.

From the South.
The Milledgevilie Recorder of the 7th in¬

stant says that there now are in the State of
Georgia, ready for the Held, two hundred and

sixty-three volunteer companies, constitu¬

ting a force of not less than 18.4100 vigorous
men. and that th^re can be 50.000 more
raised in less than a month, should the exi¬
gencies of the service demand it.
The project of organizing a company of

flying artillery for service in the Southern
army, is" being vigorously pressed in Oharles-
fc'D. It is composed of one hundred and
twenty men, and has been privileged to se¬

lect a battery of field-pieces and one hundred
and ten horses.

President I)av s has commissioned ex-Se¬
cretary Floyd to be a General in the Confe¬
derate service, and directed him to raise a

brigade in Virginia.
lion. A. G. Brown, late United States

Senator, is in command of the Mississippi
companies.

Tits United States Ar-en.u, at St. Lou¬
is..A citizen of St. Louis, thus describes
the Federal Arsenal at that city, now occu¬

pied by Government troops.regulars an i
volu nteers:
"Our Arsenal is by long odds the largest

and finest in the United States, and surpas¬
ses other public depositories of arms as far
as Fortress Monroe excels all other fortified
pests, lis walls are ten teet high and thnre
feet thick, of massive limestone, and enclose
thirty-eight or tortv acres of betiuliluliy
sloping land, extending from Carondelet av¬

enue to the Mississippi. In grass, and tree-,
and nicely arranged paths and walks, it
equals any gentleman's park I have ev«-r

seen. The foundries and store houses, sol¬
diers' barracks, hospital and prison house,
powder magazine, dragoon Ptablos and offi¬
cers' ihvell'ngs, with tlieir handsome yards
and gardens, malte up a perfect village in
.-ize. These buildings are of elegant archi¬
tectural designs and proportions, and even
the nentrv buses are constructed iu a taste¬
ful arid ornamental manner.
The grounds are drained bv sewers run¬

ning to the river, and abound in wells of
I clear, pure water. The whole Arsenal pro-
perty is worth to the Government at the
least, calculation, three million of dollars,
and it is in such a complete state of defence
that r« 11 the Secessionists iu Missouri culd
not take it. and would not dare attack it..
At nearly all available point* earthwork*
have been thrown up. and are mounted with
columhiads and mortars. A huge new bwil-
ding just outside of the main gate, on'Ca-
rondelet avenue, is occupied by two compa-

j nies of regulars, who have constructed a

strong earthwork, topped with sand bags,
! and mounted with formidable pieces of ord¬
nance. Other elevated positions, some of
them a quarter of a mile from the Arsenal,
a-e occupied by volunteers as outposts, and,
if need he, will be entrenched and mounted
with cannon."

IN'T liltEST! NO FRoM U'fAH TERRITORY..
Advices from Salt Lake city to rhe 20th ult.
state that the fall of Fort Sumter and the
secession of Virginia, had created intense in¬
terest among the "Saints." The news \v:<s
read in rhe tabernacle bv ISrigham Young,
and the disciples were a>ked to believe that
this was merely the prediction of Jo Smith
about the "breaking up ot the American
Union."

Capt. Gardner, of the army, left Fort
Bridger about the middle of April, without
order.-, and without handing in his resigna¬
tion to CoIoopI Cooke, commanding the de¬
partment df I tab. This stop was supposed
to be owing to rhe captain's secession procli¬
vities. Lieut. Good, another United Slates
officer, at'Fort Crittenden, handed in his res¬

ignation. and five others were expected to do
likewise.
Gov. Cumming was to have left Utah on

the loth inst., for the banks of the Savan¬
nah, anticipating the arrival of his succes¬
sor and the other new Territorial officers.

By the steamer l)e Sot<>, from Havana,
which arrived at New York; Thursday
we have news from the Gulf fleet and
Key V.'est. The Niagara and Ilunts-
vi 1!e bud taken several prizes and sent
them North, and the United States neet
at Key W esc had taken other prizes. A
Ni rthcrn vessel hud been taken by the South
at Apalachicola, FJa., and it was reported
that they had hanged her captain.

Prof. 0. M. Mitchel, the astronomer, has
tendered his services to the Government.

Steam canal boats are being introduced on

the l'Utch and Belgian canals.

i.

BRITISH COLONIAL OPINION OF THE WAR
IN AMEBICA.

[From the Kinyatpn (Jam.) Guardian, 3fay 2.

Civil war has fairly commenced in tbe Uni¬
ted States of America: and he must be con¬

sidered a bold mau who would venture to

predict where it will end. The Southern
Confederate States, mistaking forbearance
fur pusillanimity, and calculating falsely
upon the division of parties in the North,
have boldly struck for war, by taking a step
which has compelled President Lincoln to

adopt measures for vindicating the authori¬
ty of tbe law and upholding the powers of
the government. The action taken 'by tbe
President in the perilous emergency thus
wantorily forced upon him,has been seconded
Tiy tltii people with au enthusiasm and alac-'-
rity which show that the hearts of the great
majority of the Americans are still loyalitj
true to the Union, and to those noble priuci-.
pies upon which the republic was founded
.and that the people are prepared and re¬

solved to defend to the utmost.tbe cause ot';
freedom,* law aud order now imporiled
through treason,'* We can well imagine1 thpj
dismay with which the secessionists must
have been seised, upon receiving intelligence^
of the response which was given to Presi¬
dent Lincoln's proclamation calling out the^
militia.

* ~r * * *

The blood spilt at Baltimore had the effect
of rousing the men of the North to fury,
and they are m w eager to bo led uufc*
that they may take vengeance upon the bar¬
barism and inhumanity that could thus wan¬

tonly sacrifice the lives of their fellow citi-=
./.ens. Altogether, the passions which have
been aroused on both nides, must awaken
the most painful apprehensions that the con¬

flict will be indeed a fierce and bloody one.

That good.great good.to tho cause of free¬
dom, and humanity, and civilization,, and
religion, will ultimately come out of this ter-,
rible collision, we have not the slightest
doubt; but even in the confident anticipation
of those ulterior and important benefits to
our race, and iu the presence of that impos¬
ing display of a pure and ardent patriotism
which the free States now present to the ad¬
miring gaze of mankind, we cannot but deep¬
ly deplore that cruel necessity which has
made a resort to arms inevitable, awakened
such iierv* passions, and arrayed against each
other in ho-tile array those 'who only six
months ago dwelt as countrymen and breth¬
ren under rhe aigis of the same protecting
power. ^

[From the Nassau, N. P., Guardian, May8]
* * * * Ji0th parties in this deplora¬

ble conflict are amply supplied with the si¬
news of war, and both parties appear to be
animated by a hatred of each other that
Frenchman and Englishmen never display¬
ed during long years of hitter welfare. Un¬
der these circumstances, our fears must
largely preponderate over our hopes. The
history of America during the past six
months wili certainly seem a thing incred¬
ible to future generations. Never, since it
became a nation, was the repnblic so pros¬
persous.never were its harvests so prolific
so remunerative.its mines so teeming with
.its trade so flourishing.its manufactures
inexhaustible wealth. Its citizens enjoyed
the most perfect liberty, aud the ballot box
was open for the redress of every real cir im¬
aginary grievance. In her position of proud
independence, America was once the envy
and admiration of the world. Now all thist
is changed; the future is black as midnigh
liberty has received a staggering blow, and
civilization is shocked at this fratricidal war.
"We can only hope that passion may give
way to reason.that patriotism may induce
mnrual concession.and that the American
Union may soon emerge from its present
sore tri.il to ro occupy the lofty rank it held
but six months ago among the nutions of
the earth.

i";
The Crops at this South..The Southern

papers give glowing accounts of the pros*
pects of tho crops. The Augusta (Ga) Con¬
stitutionalist says:
We learn that the crops in every section

of the State are uncommonly promising,
Though comparatively backward. There are

some cornpl ints of rust in the wheat, but it
has ns yet appeared only on the blade, where
it doc** little harm. It has not attacked the
stalk, and the wheat is so near maturity as

fit be nearly out of danger. The crop of
wheat is likely to be the largest one kuown
in Georgia.
The Macon Telegraph savs:

in Sourhern Georgia the planters arc now'
harvesting an unprecedented wheat crop. In
Middle Georgia they will soou be doing the
same thing. We heard a planter from Jones
yesterday making a befc that a twenty acre

field in his neighborhood would average thir-
i iv bushels of wheat to the acre. If the crop
escapes rust a few days longer, it was the
judgment of :i friend of ours that two year's
supply t f wheat would be raised in Georgia

! this venr. . i-<-
'

.... T- £

Pi;kmc Mkktixg in Fairfax..There
was a large meeting of the citizens of Fair-
fax, at the C> urt House, on Monday,? not¬

withstanding ihe unfavorable weather. W.
11. l>u!aney. esq., a member of the Conven¬
tion addressed tlic people.
He slated to them that he had voted a-

gainst the ordinance of secession, but that
he thought now there should be no division.
Tho course of the administ ation made it the
imperative duty of every loyal son of Vir¬
ginia lo strike for her independence.

IL. \V. Thomas next addressed the people,
in an argumentative and able speech in fa¬
vor of its ratification.

Major. G. W. limit, of Alexandria, an¬

other member of the Convention, in response
to a call IV. un the crowd, addressed them in
a short and eloquent speech, full of enthu¬
siasm, counselling unanimity in the vote for
ratification. --

S. T. Stuart, esq , and \Vr. 0. Slade, also
addressed the meeting iu short and telling
speeches, congratulating the people upon
the sentiment, and purpose which pervaded
the meeting.
The Cleveland (Ohio) Plaindealer has the

f Mowing:
Drive Tuem Before You..That is, when

the Federal Army enters a slave State, drive
masters (what are not killed or taken pris-'
oneis) and servants along together.

If the object of this war is not to change J
the relations of master and slave, then we
must treat them as property, and not as per¬
sons. Suppose we conquer Old Virginia,
then we have 472,000 slaves on our hands to
l ister and feed.a calamity worse than Seces¬
sion. > »'

Give them freedom, nnd they become
free-hooters in the Free States.a calamity
still worse.kill them we must not.colonize
rhem we cannot. We must drive them with
their masters.

Serious Accident .This morning Ed¬
mund J. I'J Black, private in company E
(lirooklyn.) 14th N. Y. Regiment, accideu*
tally shot himself while drawing the load
from his musket, the Ball entering his right
breast, and passing ont behind the shoulder.
lie was immediately removed to the hospital.
The wound is dangerous, but it is thought he
may recover.. Wash. Star.

The United Synod concluded its session in
Richmond }n Monday, aud adjourned tt>

meet next year at Chattanoga.
The ship Eliza Bonsall, arrived safely at

Savannah, on Saturday last.

COMMUNICATIONS.
I am surprised to find in articles relative fc-

the protest by the Government at Washing¬
ton, against European powers receiving com-
missioners from the seceded States.no men¬
tion is made of the action of the United
States against Mexico in the case of Texas.
Was not ..the. independence .of that State
recognized, >att"d - ireaoies' made therewith
years before Mexico acknowledged'that in-
.dep««ideiace?~did not England and France
follow the example set by the Government
.atAtfjwUiagtoo.- Was there any objection
then by our government to .tbeee European
powera receiving Commissioners from a re¬
volted State on this continent.
These are questions for those who are m;w

objecting to'other, nations receiving Com-
uiissiouers from rhe Confederate States.and
a still more1 forcible one for their considera¬
tion, is, for what was the war waged againstriUuxittO'by the United States?.was it not
tirsefitire to'the people of Texas the privi¬
lege of,-dhoosing their own form of govern¬ment?' Did we await then until Mexico
acknowledged the iudepoudeuee of Texas
before admittingthat State into the Union?
i>id we iiot- preei pi lately embrace the offer
of tUe cuixenfi of that State to annex tbem-
bclved to us, und tbeu wage war against.Mexico to compel her to acquieece, and al¬
low the people ot' Texae to choose their own
destiny ? Are the laurels that were won byGen. Scott and others in the many battles
that were f./u'ght to gain for the people of
¦Xexa* the ohorished principle and inestinia-bie blessiug of self-g ivernment, to be now
torn from-.their brows, and be forever dis¬
carded by thoae brave soldiers,.because theyhave become but emblems of departed prin¬ciples. Can those now decorated with the
emblems of victories won in battling fur
the right of the Texans to choose their°own
mode of'government, now turn against their
compariionsand brethren of the South, and
attempt to force theui to give up and leliu-
quish forever, those cherished privileges of
self-government, for which they fought side
by>siue with th^e Southern brethren. It
may be, but for one I cannot yet think ho

v-
Joke for the Times.

Father (in a pontic mood).
"Breathes there a man with soul so dead
Who never t«» himself bath said,

-¦^"'-ThisUiay own, my native land," Ac., Ac.
Lad, (bright, though ot' not very exUjuaive lite¬

rary attainmentsJ
Father, who made those verses?
Father, "Scott, my soil."
Lad, (meditatively).How the old fellow must

have changed since bo wrote that. b.
Millwood, May 17.

VIUGISIA NEWS.
Hon. Coleman Yellott, ilon. Thos. J. Me-

Kaig and Dr. Harding, three of the four
commissioners appointed by the Maryland.
Legislature to the Southern Confederacy,
arrived at Richmond, Ya., on Sunday last,
en route for Montgomery. Ala., and put up
at the Exchange Hotel. Tt is said that they
would remain in Richmond until Thursday
next, with the view of hearing from the
commissioners appointed by the Legislature
to wait on President Lincoln, before pro¬
ceeding further on their mission.

Lieut. Davidson of the first Tennessee
Regiment was shot through the heart at

Lynohbnrg on Sunday last in attempting to

prevent a difficulty between two soldiers.

CoMjCE'Rcriz:
- New York Market.

New York, May 21..Flour and corn unchang¬
ed. Wheat favors buyers, export demand mode¬
rate. Provisions quiet. Whisky lojjc.
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7 13;Full 24 0 58 K.
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7 14 New 8 8 30 w.
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22 Wednesday... 4 41
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24 Friday..... 4 40
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28 Tijft:-d&v. 4 38

The election of a member for the ilou.-o
of Delegates, to represent this city and couniy in
the Goueral Assembly of Virginia, at this crisis,
is of momentous importance to our own iutor^sta,
and to the interests of tlit State at large.
The legislation necessary in every aspect,

whether financial, judicial, or commercial, re¬

quires on our pari the selection of the best man

amongst us.
With all due deference to the other gentlemen

in nomination, I heartily respond to that of Wu.
G. Ca/.knove, esq., who in my humble opinion,
may be relied upon us a gcntlemau of firmness
aud decision of character, of sound sense and
business capacity.
One who is largely arid immediately interested

in the welfare and destiny of this, bis uative citr,
aud who will vote for and support such measures,
as he conscieuciously believes to be right, and op-

poso what be believes to be wrong: uiiawrd bv
frowns orthrcats. unreduced by any prospect of
the popularity of the vofe's he phall give for or

against measures submitted to bis action, as the
sworn delegate of our people. M
my 22.2t

j£33" With the view to promote the interests of
our ci'y and oouuty, I take pleasure in declining
my nomination, Hi a, Candidate for the liou>e of
l>elcgatos, in favor oi Col. Wm. cJ, Cazenove,
whom I will not only cordially support but I
most respectfully request my friends to do the

J. lUCliAUDS SMOOT.
my 22.It

The name of H. 0. Ci,aughto>* is pre.'eu-
ted to the voters of this Senatorial Distlict. as a

gentleman eminently qualified to represent their
interests in this department ot the Slate gorein-
iflent^ and as Alexandria is entitled to the cuo:«'e

of a candidate at thi,- time, his selection lor this

position, will be urged by
ap 13.cotK

'

MANY CITIZENS.
We are authorized to announce Uksky W.

Thomas, for re-election to the Senate of Virginia,
to ropresont the counties of Fairfax- and Alexau-

4£'u my 17.tfi
\\ e are authorized to announce li)>*»an

Sxowok.v jr.j as a candidate to represent Alexan¬
dria county, in the House of Dclcgatcsof Vrginia.

.my. 17.tE

^
Wo are authorised to annoupce W. 0.

Cuzenovo as a candidate to represent the county
of Alexandria in the n*xt House of Delegates ot

Virginia. . my 20.dtK
We aro authorized to announce Kobt. K.

Scott and KtCHAicns Payns, esqrs., us Candi¬
dates:fdr the Legislature from the County of Fau¬

quier.
Fauquier Couuty, mv 16.eotK

Thomas L. Uhoun. of Kanawha, is a can¬

didate for the Board of Public Works, nominated
by the States Rights party of Kanawha.
ay 13.dtE

J5£f S. Lynn, esq., will he supported at the

May election, for a seat in the next General As¬

sembly, of Va., by many vofers of
! my 9.cotE Princk WucfiK Coirsrr.

A GENTLEMAN who is thoroughly conver¬

sant with all the higher branches of an Eng¬
lish education, as well as with French, Drawing,
and Painting, and one who has had aom»i exper¬
ience in teaching, wishes a situation as tutor in a

gentleman's family. References furnished when
asked for. Apply to O. A. P., Gazotte Office.
my 21.dtf

A YOUNG MAN desires a situation as teach¬
er in a private family or public School, lie

will teach the English branches with the rudi¬
ments of Latin. He is a Student at Law. and a

situation in a Lawyer's family would be pcrlorred,
in which case an arrangement might he conclud¬
ed mutually advantageous. Unquestionable re¬

ferences can be given. Please address to

7
r THOMAS NORTH MIDDLETON,
Winferpnck P. 0., Chesterfield county, Va.

my 21.eo6t» r

1 AA BUSHELS POSEY PEACH-BLOW
1 * 'U POTATOES, for sale bv
ap 4 THOMAS PJSKKY.


